
St. Johns
Neighborhood
Association

October 29,2019

Joint Office of Homeless Services
Marc] olin, Director
721 SW Oak Street, Suite 100
Portland, OR 97205
marc.jolin@multco.us

Re: Relocation rfHazelnut Grove Camp to St Johns Christian Church Lot

Dear Mr. Jolin:

The St. Johns Neighborhood Association ("S]NA") Board of Directors "Board" recently
met and voted to oppose your office's plan to move the Hazelnut Grove homeless camp to
the vacant lot owned by the St. Johns Christian Church at 8005 N. Richmond Ave. The
Board also voted to oppose the establishment of a homeless camp, "tiny home village," or
similar accommodation at this location regardless of whether the current residents of
Hazelnut Grove are relocated to this site. The vote was unanimous. Please be advised that
SJNA will avail itself of every available remedy to prevent yourself and other government
officials from continuing to ignore the will of the surrounding community, which strongly
opposes the use of this particular property for the proposed homeless camp.

The Board's decision was based on a number of factors, as described below.

St. Tohns residents are tired of being treated like second class citizens. The City of
Portland has treated St. Johns as a figurative and literal dumping ground for generations,
which is part of a larger pattern of maltreatment toward poorer and racially diverse
communities. Although the city has, in recent years, acknowledged similar maltreatment
toward residents of East Multnomah County, there has been no such acknowledgement
when it comes to North Portland in general, or St. Johns. The City has frequently chosen St.
Johns as the preferred location of many undesirable projects, such as the City dump and
Wapato Jail. At the same time, the city has a decades-long pattern of disinvestment in this
area, which has included closing our local police precinct despite the community's outcry in
opposition. We have had enough. The Overlook neighborhood has been fighting for years
to have Hazelnut Grove removed. As a matter of principle, we must oppose any effort by
the City and JOHS to relocate this camp to St. Johns.

Any assurances by your office or the City that you will address our safety and livability
concerns will be met with a great deal of skepticism. Recent events have confirmed that the
City is either unwilling or unable to adequately prevent or respond to serious crimes in our
area.
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Throughout the summer and fall, a group of teenagers terrorized our downtown business
district. They committed numerous serious assaults, robberies, and brazen thefts often in
broad daylight at our local businesses. These incidents were all reported to Portland Police
and are well documented in a recent Oregonian article (https:!/www.oregonlive.com/
crime/2019/11/beatings-burglaries-murder-teens-terrorized-n-pordand-for-months-
neighbors-say.html). Some crimes were captured on video. Portland Police knew exactly
who these teens were, and where they lived, but nothing of substance occurred to address
the issues. This inaction lead to tragedy when, on the morning of October 14ththree of
these teens brutally murdered our neighbor Ricky Malone, Sr. We have no doubt that this
matter would have been handled very differently in a more affluent neighborhood, such as
the one where Mayor Wheeler resides.

The City of Portland has consistently refused to address the impacts of homelessness on
residents in St. Johns. Illegal campsites and derelict RV's that act as semi-mobile drug
distribution operations are allowed to remain in place for months at a time, despite repeated
reports made to the appropriate authorities. Property crime has been allowed to skyrocket
by 29% on a year-to-year basis. (Source: https:/Iwww.kptv.com/news/st-johns-food-
truck-hit-by-smash-and-grab-burglar larticle 6535ab3a-7 60f-11e9-b42a-af25e234dc62.html)

The Portland People's Outreach Project (PPOP) has been allowed to operate without
interference from law enforcement. This group hands out needles, tourniquets, heroin
cooking supplies, and meth pipes to homeless people in open and brazen violation of ORS
475.525. This group explicitly does not require used drug needles to be returned, nor do
they make any effort to clean up the needles they distribute. When this group operated out
of a building in the area, there were many reports of extreme chaos around the building,
including people passing out in neighbors' yards. Since PPOP chose St. Johns as one of its
few distribution sites, it has caused a large influx of people who are addicted to meth, heroin,
or both, and our neighborhood. Our parks and public areas have become littered with
discarded needles and meth pipes, where they have been found by children.

The proposed St. Johns homeless camp will attract crime, drug use, and
unauthorized campers. Your office and the City have consistently failed to prevent
unauthorized and dangerous homeless camping near sanctioned camps, like the one that you
are proposing for St. Johns. Likewise, the City and JOHS have consistently failed to
adequately address illegal camping, open drug use, and other criminal activity at and near the
proposed "village" site.

Although Hazelnut Grove has frequendy been referred to as an "unsanctioned" camp, the
City and your office have provided the camp with necessities throughout its existence and
treated the campers' occupation of public land as entirely legitimate. There is no reason why
the minimal services that you plan to offer in St. Johns of 2 FTE staff from a non-profit
cannot be immediately provided at Hazelnut Grove's current location. In fact, substantial
savings from the tens of thousands of dollars per year the church plans to charge in rent
would allow for more robust services to be offered.

St.Johns Neighborhood Association
2209 N Schofield st. Portland, OR 97217

www.stjohnspdx.org



In the recent past,JOHS and the City failed to prevent a large group of homeless people,
including many who had been evicted from Hazelnut Grove, to set up the so-called
"Forgotten Realms" camp on public property next to Hazelnut Grove This camp was
allowed to remain in place, despite constant reports of violence, drug use, and theft. It was
only removed after it was mostly wiped out by a fire that damaged a nearby home. The City
and JOHS allowed Forgotten Realms to move to another North Portland location where it
was to be managed by several supposedly competent non-profits. After months of
complaints about crime, this camp was finally disbanded after a second large fire caused
serious damage to a neighboring home and business.

The Right 2 Dream Too ("R2D2") "village" near the Rose Quarter provides another
example of how these JOHS-sponsored projects attract unauthorized camping and crime.
The surrounding blocks are now full of tents, open drug use, litter, and other livability
problems. This area has also been a hot spot for violent crimes.

The proposed site is already attracting illegal campers who have moved to the site itself and
the surrounding blocks in anticipation of the opening of the camp. This has caused a
marked increase in criminal activity, trash, and other livability problems. For example, a man
recently set up camp in the North entrance to the St. Johns Christian Church building. The
church made no attempts to remove this trespasser, despite complaints from neighbors.
This man committed several acts of public indecency by repeatedly masturbating in front of
neighbors, including a small child. Unsurprisingly, despite multiple calls to the Portland
Police, this man was allowed to continue this behavior for weeks.

Your office and the City do not have much, if any, credibility with St. Johns neighbors with
regard to your willingness and ability to address the impacts of homelessness in our
neighborhood. The church who owns this property refuses to evict trespassers in the past.
The church has made clear that it has no interest in the success or failure of whatever project
is sited on their property, as long as the checks clear. We cannot afford to rely on your
assurances that a camp next door to our neighborhood elementary school and business
district will not lead to disaster.

Proximity to James John Elementary. James John serves a majority non-white
population of students, including refugees and many who do not speak English as a first
language. Historically, the school has chronically under-performed by every objective
standard. In recent years, it has noticeably improved through volunteer efforts to the point
where parents who have the option of sending their kids elsewhere are starting to consider
James John. Your "village" plans will reverse this progress. Many low-cost private schools
and other public school options are available to local parents. The school office staff have
fielded numerous calls from parents who have made it clear that they will pull their kids out
of James John if the village goes forward. Some are not waiting and have enrolled their
children elsewhere for this school year. The school's funding is based in part on enrollment
numbers. It would take very few transfers or new parents choosing other schools to have a
significant negative impact on class size and learning opportunities for the children at James
John. These impacts will filter into the middle and high school as children who would have
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entered those schools several years from now do not. The few other similar "village"
projects in existence have all been sited seemingly as far away from schools, residences, and
businesses as possible. Yet in St. Johns, the location selected without any community input
seems to have been selected with the opposite goals in mind.

Hazelnut Grove does not need to move. The justifications offered by you and your office
for moving Hazelnut Grove are a sham. You have claimed that Hazelnut Grove must move
due to the lack of utility services at the site and that the City and County have always
regarded the site as temporary. That claim is plainly false. As recently as the fall of 2017,
various stakeholders, including the Overlook Neighborhood Association, entered into
mediation. Jamey Duhamel, Commissioner Eudaly's policy director, stated that the purpose
of the mediation was to "Discuss the viability of HG remaining in place as a legal camp, or
identifying other viable options for them to move to both within the Overlook community
or elsewhere." Leaving the camp in place only ceased to be a viable option when the
Hazelnut Grove residents violated the mediation agreement and the Mayor's office bowed to
political pressure from the Overlook residents. (See September 17, 2017 Overlook
Neighborhood Association press release)

St. Johns neighbors have visited the Hazelnut Grove camp and spoken with its residents on
several occasions. The residents do not want to be forced out of their current homes and
relocated to St. Johns. These conversations also revealed that JOHS and the organization
that you have selected to operate the St. Johns site have secured Hazelnut Grove resident's
assent to the move by telling them they can stay at the new site indefinitely, while our
neighborhood has been told that residents will be required to leave after a maximum of two
years.

Hazelnut Grove can, and should, remain in its current location while you work to find
permanent housing for its residents.

This letter outlines just some of the reasons our neighborhood opposes your plan to set up a
homeless "village" in the heart of St. Johns. If JOHS is truly interested in seeing a village-
style or other similar project be successful in this area, it needs the community's support.
The manner in which decisions were made in secret on this proposal without community
input speaks to a failure of leadership by yourself and the city and county leaders who are
backing this project. Holding limited public meetings after a decision has already been made
is both unproductive and disrespectful. St. Johns residents demand due process and a seat at
the table when it comes to the location and other important particulars of projects like these.

Preventing the proposed relocation of Hazelnut Grove to the church's property on N.
Richmond is this board's top priority. Our opposition should not be mis-characterized as a
lack of openness to welcoming any and all homeless services into our neighborhood. We
invite you to partner with us to find a suitable location to locate homeless services,
potentially including a "village", that does not involve relocating a camp to appease another
neighborhood. We look forward to hearing from you.
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~ Peter, Chairperson
(for the Board of Directors)

cc: (via email)
Mayor Ted Wheeler MayorWheeler@portlandoregon.gov
Seraphie Allen Seraphie.Allen@portlandoregon.gov
County Chair Deborah Kafoury mult.chair@multco.us
Liam Frost liam.frost@multco.us
Commissioner Susheela J ayapal district2@multco.us
Senator Lew Frederick Sen.LewFrederick@oregonlegislature.gov
Lindsay Jensen lindsay@s~ohnsopportunity.org
Chris Aiosa caiosa@dogoodmultnomah.org
David Libby sjccdavid@comcast.net
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