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On behalf of the Board, I’d like to extend a thank you to all who attended SJNA’s first membership 
meeting of 2020.   We truly appreciate neighbors coming together to discuss topics impacting our 

community even when they are divisive. 
  
Last night was a record turnout, 160+.  Since we began implementing our outreach plan in November, 
our attendance has doubled each month since October.    Thank you for coming out and representing St. 
Johns!  In addition, we’re adding another layer to our communication plan, a note from the board, 

following member meetings. 
  
If you missed it, we had two (2) presentations, one from Mr. Robert King, sr. safety & policy advisor to 
Mayor Wheeler and Portland Peoples Outreach Program aka (PPOP), and we ended with a final reading of 

the proposed bylaw changes that will move to a vote in February.  

PPOP was invited to speak at the meeting, and significant time was allotted in advance for neighbors to 

ask questions.  PPOP representatives chose to give a lengthy presentation while allowing ample time for 

questions and testimony from their own supporters, who left the meeting en masse (~50) after PPOP's 

portion was over. Ultimately and unfortunately, many residents were not able to ask their questions as 

PPOP shortened the Q&A section leaving members questioning PPOP's role in the neighborhood.  

How do we forge a path forward towards a goal of reducing harm for all residents?   Robert King opened 
the lines of communication into City Hall to help us navigate the continued increase of drug related 
crime & hazard into our community.   I invite you to submit your questions for PPOP and Robert King to 
info@stjohnspdx.org as I coordinate efforts to address this ongoing concern with City officials. 
  
Lastly, and importantly, thank you for the productive discussion regarding changes to the bylaws.  No 
version of the proposed changes to the SJNA bylaws would have limited the rights of homeless 
individuals from participating in any aspect of SJNA.  The amendments to the bylaws will be updated and 
will be published on our website. 
 
It is possible to fundamentally disagree while still having civil and productive conversations.  Progress is 
only possible when people take the time to listen and learn from one another.  Our neighbors are never 
going to agree on everything, but we can keep coming together once a month in an attempt to make 
our neighborhood a better place to live. 
  
We always welcome questions and/or topics!  Send them to info@stjohnspdx.org. 
  
Thank you and looking forward to seeing you February 10, 2020. 
  

Marisa J. Peter 


